
REGIONAL and STATE RESOURCE PROVIDER LIST 
 
Ron Simmons, J.C. Smith 
Small Business Development Center 
604 Washington St. W, Suite B-2 
Gainesville, GA  30501-8545 
770-531-5681 
rsimmons@sbdc.uga.edu 
jcsmith@sbdc.uga.edu 
 
Robert Knighton, Director 
NGTC - Small Business Resource Center 
1500 Hwy 197 N, P.O. Box 65 
Clarkesville, GA  30523 
rknighton@northgatech.edu 
 
Kathy Papa 
Georgia Department of Community Affairs 
PO Box 6090 
Gainesville, GA  30504 
770-965-8561; pager 404-382-2823 
kpapa@dca.state.ga.us 
 
James Thompson 
Appalachian Regional Commission Program 
Business and Financial Assistance Division 
GA Department of Community Affairs 
60 Executive Park South, NE 
Atlanta, GA  30329-2231 
404-679-1584 
jthompso@dca.state.ga.us 
 
Suzanne Browne, Regional Project Manager-Entrepreneur & Small Business II 
Georgia Department of Economic Development 
2990 Landrum Education Drive, Bldg. 500 
Oakwood, GA  30566 
770-538-2757; cell: 678-640-4358 
sbrowne@georgia.org 
www.georgia.org/business/smallbusiness/ (lots of information for small business) 
 
Cheryl Smith, Regional Tourism Rep 
Georgia Department of Economic Development 
2990 Landrum Education Drive, Bldg. 500 
Oakwood, GA  30566 
Cell: 678-640-4355 
csmith@georgia.org 
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Danny Lewis, Executive Director 
David Sargent, Economic Development 
Georgia Regional Development Center 
PO Box 1720 
Gainesville, GA  30503 
770-538-2606 
dlewis@gmrdc.org 
 
Jane Ferguson, Area II Director 
USDA – Rural Development 
355 E. Hancock Ave 
Stephens Federal Building 
Room 259 Box 1 
Athens, GA  30601 
 
Grace Fricks 
Appalachian Community Enterprises 
54 Twinlakes Road 
Cleveland, GA  30528 
1-877-434-6609 
www.aceloans.org 
 
Rob Ginn, Entrepreneur Outreach Specialist 
Northeast Region – Georgia Centers of Innovation 
5289 Winder Highway 
Braselton, GA  30517 
770-867-2723 
rob.ginn@innovate.gatech.edu 
 
 
Carroll Turner, Director 
Manufacturing Development Center 
999 Chestnut St. 
Gainesville, GA  30501 
770-531-6378 
cturner@laniertech.edu 
 
Charles Boynton 
Senior International Business Consultant 
Small Business Development Center 
1180 E. Broad St. 
Athens, GA  30602-5412 
706-542-6661 
jdielman@sbdc.uga.edu 
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Lorra Lee, contact 
Economic Development Corporation 
460 S. Enota Drive 
Gainesville, GA  30503 
770-536-7839 
 
 


